Mistakes repeated, Prophecies fulfilled
(sermon by Craig E. Tenke, February 28, 2010)

Today is the second Sunday in Lent, a season of reflection, of soulsearching. Along with the disciples, we follow behind Jesus, the
Prince of Peace, the savior, the anointed one. Today’s scripture
lessons guide of from the covenant God made with Abraham to it’s
fruition in what was viewed as the holiest city on earth: Jerusalem.
We remember that we, the trusted and beloved disciples, didn’t
quite measure up when it came to the biggest test of anyone’s life.
Maundy Thursday and Good Friday force us to confront who we are
as humans. Only later does Easter redeem us, giving us the hope of
what we can be, by the grace of God.
Our journey begins with a promise to Abram: A patriarchy for a
barren couple; A promised land for the descendants of an alien
sojourner, a man of faith and dedication who has reached the end of
his lineage. God doesn’t promise him a life, but a people; not just a
family, but a nation.
God says, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able
to count them.... So shall your descendants be." And he believed the
LORD; and the LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness.
Abram’s encounter wasn’t just positive-thinking or happy-talk. God
offered a path and a purpose, not a magical escape. There would be
miracles along the way, but many trials as well. We hear that a deep
and terrifying darkness descended over Abram as God foretold of
struggles and captivity, but then justice, and finally the promised
land.
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People do more than worship. History and scripture give us a sense
of the battles, strategies and politics of the time. Deals were made,
foreign brides taken, and with it altars to pagan gods. The Bible tells
of the call of the prophets to address countless acts of faithlessness:
to our brothers and sisters, to the poor, to the sick, to the hungry, to
the widows and orphans, to the wayfarer... and always to God as
well. In fact, as written in Deuteronomy, and later taught by Jesus,
our faith begins and ends with our relationship to God. Always put
God first, and others before ourselves. Quite often, the people just
didn’t live up to their end of the deal.
So it was as late as Jesus’ time. A pattern repeated; a prophesy
fulfilled. Hope that had been in the name of the Lord was now,
once again, placed in the ritual of man, and defended and protected
by human understanding and wisdom. Even as the long-awaited
prophecies of the scriptures were being fulfilled before their eyes,
the scholars stared blankly; they just couldn’t quite think outside the
box. You see, good religious people have every right to protect and
preserve their traditions. Wasn’t that what the covenant was all
about? Why is this Jesus disrupting everything? Has he no respect
for God? Is it all just a mock debate, an argument by a
troublemaker? What’s the point of a miracle if you mock our
relationship with the Lord?
The leaders complained: “...There are six days on which work ought
to be done; come on those days and be healed, and not on the
sabbath day.”
Then, instead of obeying letter of the Law, as any faithful servant of
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God’s Law should do, Jesus preaches about the coming of the
kingdom of God. Much worse, he says that the most righteous
people we know may not be the ones who will be saved. In fact, he
says: “... you will weep and gnash your teeth, when you see
Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom
of God and you yourselves thrust out.” Has this man Jesus done
away with all law, scripture and faith to set himself above us all?
“...some are last who will be first, and some are first who will be
last.” Everything about Jesus was a challenge to them. In fact,
everything about Jesus is still a challenge to us to this day!
The reading continues: [31] At that very hour some Pharisees came
and said to him, “Get away from here, for Herod wants to kill you.”
Just a little friendly advice from someone who know’s what’s best
for this stranger. Not really a threat; just a civilized, wellintentioned warning.
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
A quick flash-forward to late 20th century America. As kid, I recall
hearing power, authority and righteousness in the prophetic voice
the Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. King didn’t just quote scripture, he
applied it, and in ways that many found bothersome, particularly in
his later years. His advocacy of justice, coupled with his adherence
to nonviolent principles, were remarkable and compelling. He
seemed to pull together so much Christian faith and moral capital
into the struggle for justice that it made you stop and take notice. To
be honest, I was more familiar with quotes from King’s speeches
than any of his biblical references. As a kid, I never actually heard a
recording of Jeremiah or Isaiah as they confronted the authorities of
their time, so the passion and vision of the prophets never quite
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made it to me. The voices of the prophets never seemed to come
across on the printed page, and certainly not from the proper-and-inorder pulpits of the mainline churches I had been to.
As impressed as I was by King’s rhetoric, I still have to admit that I
really didn’t understand the content of his speeches. I couldn’t
possibly grasp that Klansmen might actually consider themselves to
be the freedom fighters against meddling invaders from out-ofstate, that they might believe that sometimes you had to be willing
to bend the rules a bit to protect your jobs, your dignity, your sense
of right-and-wrong, and your tried and true Traditions. I didn’t
grasp that in this kind of conflict of loyalties, genuinely good people
really didn’t know what to do. Sometimes, the best and most kindly
just pretended there were no problems, and counted on the inertia of
“Jim Crow” laws to keep the peace by keeping people safely apart.
Maybe it just made sense for people who hated violence to want to
stop the busses before people got hurt. Just because things aren’t
perfect doesn’t mean they can’t get much, much worse. Do no
harm! How could that be wrong? To paraphrase the “friendly
warning” by the Pharisee to that out-of-towner Jesus, “If you ride
that bus, use our water fountain, or bring that little girl into our
school, we can’t be responsible for what they will do.”
I guess, back in those days, they really did have a problem... “down
south.” Luckily, we didn’t have any of those problems “up here.”
In fact, as troubled as I was by the conflict, most of all, I was just
glad that I lived “up here.” In retrospect, it clearly wasn’t just the
south that had a problem. The discrimination that I was raised with
was much more subtle, much easier to deny. In retrospect, my own
reasoning was not much different than that of a kindly old
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plantation-owner I heard interviewed on NPR about the heyday of
the Jim Crow laws. Good people with the best intentions can’t fix a
problem that they in invisible to them.
At the same time, there were people from all parts of our nation
who took a stand and took risks. There were churches that behaved
as though the Lord himself demanded action. The struggle for civil
rights took shape under the eyes of the media, under the eyes of the
government, and under the eyes of the world. It also took place in
the eyes of God... amazingly, the same God claimed by both sides...
unlike today, when conflict begin with the name we use for God.
The old “us vs them” mentality is still at work throughout our
nation. The issues have drifted a bit though, even for human rights
issues. You see, we’ve transformed our hard-won battles into new
doctrine. We use our methods and the very questions we ask as a
litmus test for Truth and Justice. We’ve even found a way to
literally paralyze our government with symbolic debates that say
nothing about things that everyone acknowledges are urgent.
What do “We the People” need to do to show compassion for the
oppressed? Have we become intrusive carpetbaggers who protect
our own interests through rhetorical posturing? Have our wellmeaning efforts become inconsequential, or even dangerous? Do
our attempts to confront one injustice blind us to other glaring
problems that we really didn’t want to deal with?
How, in the midst of all this noise and posturing, can we ever hope
to hear the voices of the prophets? Do we dare look near the
fringes of our society, where what looks more and more like a
permanent underclass seems to be forming that can’t be identified
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by the color of their skin? Will we allow ourselves to see the
disenfranchised, impoverished and abandoned people who are
afflicted by physical, emotional and mental disabilities,
undiagnosed and treated only by street drugs that take away the few
gifts they were given? Do we dare to even consider helping those
who slip away into criminal behavior, into a subculture of
untouchables who have been banished from the American Dream?
Would we really help the needy who appear in the form of parasites
who would exploit us though our own compassion? In fact, should
we? What would Jesus do? When and where are we really willing
to following Him, and what are we willing to risk?
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
The Pharisees were also busy doing what they thought was best for
the people. They questioned, they challenged, they warned, and
most of all, they didn’t change anything. Jesus replied to their
warning, ‘I’m too busy tending to the sick and needy to deal with
your petty threats, but soon my work will be done. Then it will be
time... then I’ll be on my way to Jerusalem, and not because a sly
little king wants it, but because God still has a plan for us!’ He
goes on to say:
“...Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones
those who are sent to it! How often have I desired to gather your
children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and
you were not willing!”
Yes, the words of the prophets speak out again and again. Come on,
people! Come together and do what’s right. Even the bad people of
Ninevah were saved by the Grace of God, with only the half-hearted
help of a reluctant prophet. Yet, somehow, the most righteous of
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the chosen people in Jerusalem found repentance hard to come by.
Jesus continues: “you will not see me until the time comes when
you say, 'Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.'”
As we know, on Palm Sunday the multitudes of Jerusalem did say
“Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace
in heaven and glory in the highest!” But even then, the Pharisees
replied, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples.” When Jesus was finally
brought before Herod the Tetrarch, what did they see? Do you think
they could they see that Herod would not be the judge, nor would
all of the good people of the most important place on earth?
In some way or another, all of the players in the drama of scripture
are “us!” In our religion, as in our politics, we forever argue about
details and abstractions. We point fingers and we chastise... but
most of all, we’re really glad that we’re not the evil or delusional
ones... not like those scribes and the Pharisees... or those
southerners... or those carpetbaggers... Let it be anyone but
ourselves.
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The experience of Lent is emotionally charged and allencompassing, if we allow it to be. It doesn’t allow us to feign
success... at least not for long. We know we will fail on our own.
The biggest step we can take is to just open our eyes and our hearts
to see the problems, to hear the voices, to seek the peace... and in
the end, to return to the cross that so horrified the disciples that
they ran away, each in their own way; The cross that transformed
injustice and death into hope and salvation.
Stay open to Christ this season. The words of the prophets are still
alive and ever powerful. The transforming Word of God is still
there for us, each and every day, if we just let Him in.
“Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.” Amen.
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ORDER OF WORSHIP
February 28, 2010
10:15am
Second Sunday in Lent
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
(B) Blue Hymnal (M) Maroon Hymn Book
Be silent. Be thoughtful. Be reverent, for this is the house of the LORD. Before the service, speak to God. During the service let God speak to
you. After the service, speak to each other.
Organ Prelude:
Gathering Together/ Parish Concerns
Greetings
Choral Introit
Call to Worship (in unison)
Lay Reader, Garry Lester
L: We have come this day to learn about what God expects of us.
P: Sometimes we really don’t want to know what God wants. We are afraid to make the commitments God seeks.
L: God is persistent. God will not let us off the hook so easily.
P: But we have failed so many times in the past. How can we possible serve now?
L: Open your hearts to receive forgiveness and healing. Listen to God. Be ready to work with God for hope, peace, justice, and love.
P: Be with us, Lord. Help us to turn around, to see you, to serve you, to witness your love. AMEN
*Hymn: “Morning Has Broken”
B #469
* Invocation
* Extinguishing the Second Lenten Candle, The Winter Family
Prayer for Illumination
Old Testament Lesson: Genesis 15: 1-12, 17-18
Children’s Sermon: Janice Hofmann
* Hymn: “Father, Long Before Creation” M #107
New Testament Lesson: Luke 13: 31-35
Sermon “Mistakes Repeated, Prophecies Fulfilled”
Elder Craig E. Tenke
* The Apostles’ Creed (See Bulletin Back)
* Gloria Patri (See Bulletin Back)
Choir Anthem
Silent Prayer, Pastoral Prayers and the Lord's Prayer (See
* Hymn: “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” B # 142
Offering and Offertory
* Doxology (See Bulletin Back) and Prayer of Dedication
* Hymn: “What Wondrous Love is This”
* Benediction
* Response
* Organ Postlude

Bulletin Back)

B # 85

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
*Those who are able will please stand.
Our ushers greeting and serving us this morning are: Mara, Fred, Jessica, and Fred Winter III.

Note: revised Gospel lesson: Luke 13: 10-16; 23-35

